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You may have been hearing about Health Savings
Accounts (HSAs) in the news as a way for individuals to pay for health care costs. But what are
Health Savings Accounts?
HSAs are individual accounts which allow you to
use pre-tax dollars to pay for future medical
expenses. You will be able to deduct your contributions to your HSA, and the account earnings will
accumulate on a tax-deferred basis. Distributions
from your HSA are tax-free if they are used for
qualified medical expenses.
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Drive your high-rate Vehicle Loan

Family First FCU Now Offers

Health Savings
Accounts

A

to Family First Federal Credit Union

You’ve seen the ads. You’ve heard the hype. But before
you jump at a “don’t-miss-this” deal from another
financial institution, make sure you know
the truth.
It’s not easy to qualify. You need a stellar
credit history and a high credit score.
Otherwise, you’ll be bumped up to a
higher rate.
The monthly payments may be huge.

Many of these deals require shorter terms, which
means your payments will be very high.
And many times, you’ll end up saving more money with Family First
Federal Credit Union. Just compare these two offers:

To open an HSA, you must select a high-deductible
health plan. The major advantage of a high-deductible
plan is lower premiums. Contributions and plan deductible limits may change over time, so consult your tax
professional regarding your individual circumstances.
Unlike contributions to a flexible spending account, the
balance of your HSA at the end of the year is carried over to
the next year. So you’re not placed in a position of having to
“use it or lose it” each year.
The high-deductible health plan provides you with protection
from catastrophic medical costs, and the HSA provides you
with a source of funds to pay some or all of the costs not
covered by the health plan.
Finally, an HSA enables you to take control of your health
care decisions. And since you are the owner of your HSA, it
doesn’t matter what your job status is or whether your
employer makes contributions to your plan. Your HSA will
always follow you. [17492]
Effective October 1st, Family First FCU can help you
open your Health Savings Account. To learn more, call
Kathy or Debi at 406-727-7575.

OFFER 1
Loan Amount
Annual Percentage Rate*
Monthly Payment
Interest Paid over 5 years

Other financial
institution
$15,000
12.9%
$340.62
$5,437.15

Family First Federal
Credit Union
$15,000
6.49%
$293.47
$2,607.77

TOTAL SAVINGS ON INTEREST PAID WITH FAMILY
FIRST FEDERAL CREDIT UNION: $2,829.38
OFFER 2
Loan Amount
Annual Percentage Rate*
Monthly Payment
Interest Paid over 6 years

Other financial
institution
$25,000
7.0%
$426.30
$5,693.49

Family First Federal
Credit Union
$25,000
4.49%
$396.79
$3,568.09

TOTAL SAVINGS ON INTEREST PAID WITH FAMILY
FIRST FEDERAL CREDIT UNION: $2,125.40
To see how Family First Federal Credit Union can help you save
money on your next vehicle purchase, call 406-727-7575 or
visit www.familyfirstfcu.org.
*The interest rate that a borrowers will receive is based on their credit score and value of vehicle
compared to amount borrowed.

Opening Doors to Your Future
2901 11th Avenue South • P.O. Box 6587 • Great Falls, MT 59406
406-727-7575 • www.familyfirstfcu.org

Phone Banking • VISA Gift Cards • Loans for all Purposes

Christmas Club

How about planning for a green Christmas next year? Simply
take advantage of the Credit Union’s Christmas Club savings
program. It’s flexible, convenient, and can be tailored to fit your
holiday goals.
The Christmas Club season runs from November 1 through
October 31, and members may deposit up to $250 per month
into a special, high-yielding account (currently 1.25% APY*).
Dividends are paid on the Christmas Club accounts after the
close of business on October 31, and the balance of your Christmas savings will be paid out on November 1, 2010!
Again this year, members may withdraw their “deposits”
during the month of October without penalty!
To avoid the costs of mailing checks unnecessarily, a form is
provided at the bottom of this page to allow you to
request payment by check if desired. If no
instructions are received by October 29, your
2010 Christmas Club funds will be deposited to
your S1 Share Savings account.
If you would like the Credit Union to mail a
check to you, or if you would like the
Christmas Club deposited to different
accounts, please fill in the form below and
return it to the Credit Union no later
than October 29, 2010.

During Troubling Times,

Credit Unions Shine
While big banks are restricting lending and managing decreasing deposits, credit unions are thriving and providing members
with lots of opportunities to benefit.
Credit Union deposits alone were up 10.3% last year, compared
to bank deposits at only 2.1%. More and more people are turning to credit unions for their financial needs, and we are happy
to offer them exceptional member service and low rates so everyone can get more for their money. [64724]
So if your co-worker or neighbor is looking for a reliable financial institution, tell them to come by Family First Federal
Credit Union. We’re here to serve, even through the tough times.
Source: “In Turbulent Times, More Turn to CUs” www.cuna.org

International Credit Union Day
October 21, 2010

*APY=Annual Percentage Yield. Contact FFFCU
for further details.

Name: ______________________________________		
Account # ___________________________________
Please transfer the balance of my 2010 Christmas Club account
to an account other than my S1- Share Savings Account.
Instead, please deposit to
Account #__________ S______

Savings

Checking

		

Please mail my Christmas Club check – must be mailed to
the mailing address on record.
Signature: ________________________________________
		
Request must be signed
Mail this form to: Family First FCU, PO Box 6587, Great Falls, MT 59406

Form must be received by October 29, 2010.

On October 21, join us as
we celebrate with credit
unions around the world
the credit union community-focused approach to
member service.
We are proud to be your trusted financial institution, serving you since 1956 and for many years to come. Please
stop by the office beginning Thursday, October 21 to pick
up a free 2011 calendar*. Thank you for choosing Family
First Federal Credit Union!
*While supplies last.

Save The Date!

Don’t forget to save the date for our 55th Annual Dinner
and Membership Meeting for Friday, April 15, 2011.

VISA Cards • Atm & Debit Cards • Home/PC Banking

VISA Gift Cards:

Cubby
Companion
Corner

Why not choose a gift that is easy and convenient for you and
fun for them? A VISA gift card from Family First FCU is
your one-stop holiday gift solution. Purchase everything you
need from one location, and give your recipients the pleasure
of making their own purchase at the store of their choice.

A Picture Paints $1,000

the super-easy
stocking stuffer!

Can you name the person pictured on the bills?

Give the gift that’s sure to please. Come by Family First FCU
to purchase as many VISA gift cards as you need today!

Remember to Fall Back!
Daylight Savings Time ends Sunday,
November 7 at 2:00 a.m.

Ingredients to help you keep a

Healthy Holiday Budget

Answers: $100.00 = Benjamin Franklin,
$1,000.00 = Grover Cleveland
$10.00 = Alexander Hamilton

The holidays require lots of planning. We recommend that the very
first thing for your “to-do” list be deciding how much money you
can afford to spend on the holidays this year. Here are a few tips
to help with this year’s holiday spending:

Teens Rock

n Make a list and check it twice! Arriving to your shopping
destination with a list in hand will help you to keep on track
with purchases. [45956]

Don’t Get Taken For A Ride

n Start sale shopping now. Sales can happen at any time, so
take advantage of great store discounts throughout the year
and before the holiday season.
n Take everything into consideration – not just gift
shopping. Plans for travel and special holiday parties must
be accounted for.
n Know your limits. Overusing credit cards can significantly
drop your credit score. Aim for a credit balance well below
35% of your total credit limit.
n Focus on the frugal. Free holiday fun can be some of the best
times spent during the season. Invite family and friends over
for hot cocoa and a fun holiday flick. Always keep in mind
that retail is not the most important reason for the season.
Remember, if you need some extra holiday help, give us a call.
We can make your monthly loan payments manageable with
refinancing of a current loan or a new debt consolidation loan.
Give us a call at 406-727-7575.

C a r - b u y in g 1 0 1 :

Making your first car purchase is exciting, but it can also
be quite intimidating. Be sure to study up on your carpurchasing maneuvers before you get into the driver’s seat.
Know what you want. Are you going to be driving long
distances? Should your vehicle be prepared for certain
weather conditions?
Know what you can afford. Come by Family First FCU
for a free pre-approval on your loan. Then, you can shop
as a cash buyer knowing what you can afford.
Examine the vehicle. Check the vehicle’s history if you’re
buying used and ask the mechanic to review the vehicle.
Don’t be afraid to walk away. If your needs are not
being met, don’t hesitate to look elsewhere. [62398]
Doing your homework before purchasing your new
vehicle can payoff in the long run. Be sure to ask lots of
questions, and come by and see us if you need some help.

www.familyfirstfcu.org

2010 Board of Directors
President —
Vice President —
Treasurer —
Secretary —
Directors —
				

Corinne Cole
Tom Fundis
Jim Holcomb
Gary Ophus
Arthur Alt
Chris McIntosh
Karen Service

2010 Supervisory Committee
Chairman —
Members —		
				
Alternate —		

Barbara Phillips
Deborah Hanson
Lynn Yahraus
Joe Durocher

WIN $25
Find your account number somewhere in this newsletter (in the
form of [#####]). Then, call the Credit Union within 30 days,
and we will deposit $25 into your account.

Credit Union Hours—————
Monday-Friday—
• Drive-Up 		
• Lobby & Phone

(406) 727-7575
CU Day & Nite Phone Banking
(406)727-0109 or (800)992-4328

Holiday Closings
c o l u mb u s D a y | Monday, October 11
v ete r a n s D a y | Thursday, November 11

7:30 am-5:30 pm
9:00 am-5:00 pm

To report a lost or stolen VISA card after hours call
(800) 991-4965

t h a n ksg i v i n g | Thursday, November 25
We will be closing early at 2 pm on Friday, December 24th –
Christmas Eve and on Friday, December 31st – New Years Eve.
(Family First FCU observes the holiday schedule of the Federal Reserve Bank.)
© CUAdvantage.com • 877.799.0784

—Change of Address Form—
If you have recently moved - please remember to give the Credit Union your new address!
Name: _____________________________________________

Account Number: ______________________

New Street Address: __________________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip: ______________________________________________________________________________
Home Phone: _____________________ Cell Phone: _____________________ Work Phone: ________________
Signature: ___________________________________________________________________________________
(Request must be signed)

Mail this form to: FAMILY FIRST FCU • PO BOX 6587 • GREAT FALLS, MT 59406

